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Council Surveying In recent months few proposals seem to have aroused more student 
College Opinions interest than President Kennedy's declaration during the 1960 
on Youth Corps campaign that he would seek to establish an international "youth 


corps" or "peace corps." Initial reactions from educators have 
been somewhat more guarded, but the Council has already received a number of letters and 
memoranda from college presidents on the implications for higher education of the youth 
corps idea. 

In response to this expression of interest and recognizing the fact that the Kennedy 
Administration expects to have a youth corps in being by late 1961, the President of the 
Council, Dr. Arthur S. Adams). has appointed a 9-member ad hoc Committee on a National 
Service Corps to keep the Council informed on the proposals for a youth corps and to 
represent the interests of the academic community to the appropriate Federal Government 
agencies. Chairman of the committee is President Gaylord P. Harnwell of the University 
of Pennsylvania. The other members are: President Edward B. Bunn, S.J., of Georgetown 
University, President John A. Hannah of Michigan State University, Chancellor Clifford M. 
Hardin of the University of Nebraska, President Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., of the 
University of Notre Dame, President Albert Ray Olpin of the University of Utah, James C. 
Scott, vice president for international affairs of the National Student Association, 
President Eric A. Walker of Pennsylvania State University, and President Richard D. Weigle 
of St. John's College, Annapolis, Md. 

As a preliminary step, the committee has given its approval to a survey of the 
Council's member colleges and universities asking whether the presidents of these institu- 
tions favor or oppose the establishment of a youth corps, how they think the program should 
be operated by the Federal Government, and whether their institutions would wish to 
participate either on a grant or contract basis in some phase of a youth corps operation. 
The survey form was mailed to presidents on February 17, and March 3 has been set as the 
deadline for reply. Preliminary tabulations of the responses will be completed as soon as 
possible after that date. 

While an act of Congress will be needed to establish a Federal youth corps, it is 
understood that President Kennedy has asked the International Cooperation Administration to 
do some of the advance staff work. By March 1, ICA is expected to receive a preliminary 
report on the feasibility of a youth corps from Dr. Maurice Albertson of the Colorado State 
University Research Foundation, who is under contract to make such a study. President 
Kennedy is also expected to designate a member of the White House staff to develop legisla- 
tion and to coordinate the task of getting the youth corps into operation as soon as it is 
authorized by Congress. 


Nominees Wanted Moving rapidly after receiving a contract from the International 
for East African Cooperation Administration to select and prepare 150 young American 
Teaching Project teachers for service in East African schools, Teachers College of 


Columbia University has distributed a statement concerning the 
program to the presidents of colleges and universities throughout the country. The state- 
ment refers to the December conference at Princeton, held under the auspices of the American 
Council on Education (See this Bulletin, Vol. IX, No. 36, and Vol. X, No. 4), at which the 
project was conceived. 
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According to the statement, the 150 young American teachers are to go to 
East Africa this year, before the end of June. They are to be of three types: 
(1) 50 young teachers who hold at least a bachelor's degree, are professional 
trained and certified, and have had some experience in secondary school teaching: 
(2) 50 liberal arts graduates of the class of '61 with a bachelor's degree but no 
professional preparation for teaching; and (3) 50 graduates of the class of ‘61 who 
have a bachelor's degree and have finished professional preparation for teaching, 
but who have had no experience beyond practice teaching. Orientation programs 
will differ for the three groups. All who successfully qualify at the end of the 
training programs will receive two-year appointments as regular teachers in East 
African secondary schools. 

The statement requests the following assistance from American educators: 


The first step in selection is to obtain from responsible educational 
sources the names of top-notch young Americans who might be prepared to rise to 
this challenge. Subsequent screening, personal interviewing, and health examina- 
tions of the most rigorous sort will be essential. 

Those recommended must be academically first-rate. We do not yet know 
exactly what teaching specialities will be most needed, but we can be sure that 
candidates will need to be exceptionally well-trained in such fields as English, 
history, geography, mathematics, physics, chemistry, and biology. 

They must be professionally first-rate or capable of becoming so through 
the training that will be provided for them. 

They must be personally resourceful and imaginative in surmounting the 
unexpected, the difficult, or the routine. They must be capable of relating 
themselves readily to new situations, new associates, new friends. With no trace 
of paternalism they must be able to cooperate with Africa in educating itself. 

They must be animated by a spirit of service that is realistic not 
sentimental, by a spirit of adventure that is durable not romantic. They must be 
knowledgeable about American life and education and ready to learn understandingly 
about the people and cultures of other lands. 

If they have these qualities they may be ready to respond to the call for 
a new international role for American education as expressed by the President in 
his Inaugural and State of the Union addresses. We conceive this program to be in 
the spirit of that call. 


Names and addresses of candidates should be sent to Teachers for East 
Africa, Office of Admissions, Teachers College, Columbia University, New York 27, 
New York. Application forms and more detailed information and instructions will 
be sent to all whose names are proposed. 


Administration Moves While the last issue of the Bulletin was in process of 
to Speed up Building publication, a series of events occurred which con- 
through Housing Loans siderably changed the immediate outlook for the College 


Housing Loan Program. President Kennedy, in his 
economic message to Congress on February 2, stated that a speedup in this program 
was one of the measures he intended to employ to combat the recession. One 
important result was that the Bureau of the Budget lifted the ban on new reserva- 
tions of funds, which had been in effect for about three weeks in an effort to 
preserve the $100 million mentioned in President Eisenhower's Budget Message. 
(See this Bulletin, Vol. X, No. 4) Reservations are now being made again as 
rapidly as possible, with the expectation that all authorized funds will be 
allocated before March l. 

As indicated in the last Bulletin, the Community Facilities Administration 
has such a large backlog of projects for which reservations of funds have been 
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made that final processing would take approximately two years. Priority in this 
processing in the past has been on a basis of date of filing the application. Under 

a new order issued by the administration to its regional offices, priority will now 

be given to those institutions ready to proceed when a fund reservation has been 

made, and to those prepared to let an architectural contract and go forward to con- 
struction when a reservation is approved. The purpose is to stimulate as large as 
possible an amount of construction at the earliest possible time. 

By another action for the same purpose, the Community Facilities Administra- 
tion has authorized regional offices to approve construction advances in many cases 
prior to final execution of a loan agreement. In most instances this procedure will 
be used with institutions which have had previous loans for projects which have been 
handled to the satisfaction of the agency. 

No definite action has as yet been taken to augment the personnel administer- 
ing this program. It is understood that a supplemental appropriation for administra- 
tion expenses will be requested, and it is hoped that the amount for which the Federal 
Housing Administrator asks will be sufficient to permit adequate and effective 
administration of the expanded and accelerated program. 


President Recommends In a message to Congress on health and hospital care, 
Medical and Dental presented on February 9, President Kennedy made specific 
School Aid Program recommendations for assistance to medical and dental 


education. He said that within the next ten years there 
must be substantial increases in enrollment in existing schools, plus 20 new medical 
schools and 20 new dental schools. He then continued as follows. 


Decisive Federal action is necessary to stimulate and assist in the 
establishment and expansion of medical and dental schools, and to help more 

talented but needy students to enter the health professions while bolstering the 
quality of their training. 

I have four recommendations to be combined in a single measure: 

(A) I propose an immediate program of planning grants to help our academic 
institutions plan new facilities for medical and dental schools and to explore ways 
of improving the whole educational process; 

(B) I recommend a 10-year program of matching grants to assist in the con- 
struction, expansion, and restoration of medical and dental schools to increase 
their capacity. This program should make available $25 million in the first year, 
and $75 million annually thereafter; 

(c) I recommend a program of Federal scholarships for talented medical and 
dental students in need of financial assistance. Federal funds would be available 
for each institution in a total amount equal to $1,500 for one-fourth of the newly 
entering students, to be awarded in individual 4-year scholarships by the institution 
in proportion to the student's need, with no student being eligible for more than 
$2,000 a year; 

(D) Finally, I recommend that the schools receive a cost of education grant 
of $1,000 for each Federal scholarship, to make certain that this program does not 
work further financial injury upon our medical and dental schools whose costs per 
pupil are never met by his tuition and fees. In addition to assisting our schools 
now operating, this feature would also give some encouragement to institutions now 
doubtful about the burden of establishing new medical and dental schools. 


Budget Contains The 1962 Budget proposed by President Eisenhower requests $30 
Modest Increase million for educational exchange programs of the Department of 
in Exchange Funds State which represents a modest increase over the $25.7 million 
appropriated for fiscal 1961. It represents a much smaller 
increase over the $28.2 million requested by the President in his 1961 Budget, 
especially since the 1962 estimate includes $600,000 for activities previously 
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credited to Mutual Security appropriations. Approximately $1.5 million of the requested 


increase will be used for programs in Africa, and an additional $500,000 is proposed 
for programs in the Near East and South Asia. In fiscal 1961, the Department of State 
spent $26.7 million on educational exchanges, a portion of which was derived by trans- 
fer from the Mutual Security appropriation. The Department supplemented this with a 
special foreign currency program in the amount of $14.7 million, thus making possible 
a total expenditure of $41.4 million for a variety of international programs including 
support of American-sponsored schools and chairs in American studies. For fiscal 1962, 
it is proposed that the Budget request of $30 million be supplemented by authorization 
to purchase the equivalent of $16.3 million for special foreign currency programs so 
that the total expenditure for the international programs of the Department of State 
would be $46.3 million. 

These special foreign currency programs use local currency owed to the United 
States as the result of the sales of surplus agricultural commodities under Public 
Law 480, 82nd Congress. The United States has Public Law 480 agreements with 38 
countries where payment for surplus farm products results in the crediting of foreign 
currency to the United States. First call on these currencies is frequently 
restricted to military uses or, by agreement, to projects determined by the country 
taking part in the PL 480 program. These restrictions and other limitations, legal 
as well as administrative, result in a situation where educational programs using PL 
480 foreign currency are operative in only 11 countries. Yet, in some countries, the 
United States now owns PL 480 foreign currenry in excess of 10 percent of the gross 
national product of the country. 

In an effort to make more effective use of PL 480 foreign currencies the 
Department of State has requested authority to purchase the equivalent of $8.2 million 
in foreign currency which, when combined with previously granted authorizations will 
make possible the expenditure of the equivalent of $16.3 million in PL 480 foreign 
currencies. Of this amount approximately half or $8.1 million will be used for 
financing academic exchanges under the Smith-Mundt Act of 1948. For example, local 
currencies are used to pay the transportation of the foreign grantees to the United 
States and to help defray the living expenses of American grantees while in the host 
country. 

Unfortunately, because of the uneven distribution of available Public Law 
480 currencies, the financing of international programs with these currencies is 
largely concentrated in the Near East and South Asia. Special currency programs for 
the American republics, and the Far East will be reduced in fiscal 1962, in part for 
lack of Public Law 480 currencies. In Africa where the United States has begun to 
show great interest in supporting educational programs, the amount of Public Law 
480 currency available is almost negligible, thus making it necessary to finance new 
programs for African countries with appropriated dollars rather than with local 
foreign currency. 

In its 1962 estimates, the Department of State indicates that it hopes to 
make increased use of Public Law 480 currencies to finance educational development 
programs involving American and foreign universities with the United States govern- 
ment supplying local currency for use in the host country and American higher institu- 
tions and private foundations being responsible for meeting the dollar costs of the 
development program. The Department of State is requesting authorization to make 
available $3.3 million in foreign currency equivalent for such educational development 


programs. 
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